The New School Needs A Name!

To:  Parents, Students and Community Members of Hammonds Plains

Re:  Naming of the New School Facility in Hammonds Plains

From:  Carmelita Rowe, Principal

c.c. Deborah Brunt, HRSB Board Member  

Tuesday, November 2, 2004

The committee for the naming of the new school is inviting parents, students and members of the community to submit suggestions for a suitable name.  Anyone interested should send both the name and rationale for the name, to the attention of Carmelita Rowe.  Electronic messages can be sent to:  School.Name@student.ednet.ns.ca and written submissions can be dropped off at the main office of Hammonds Plains Elementary School, Madeline Symonds Middle School, and/or Charles P. Allen High School no later than 4p.m. on November 15th.  

The Halifax Regional School Board has a policy for the naming of school facilities.  It can be located in its entirety on the board website at www.hrsb.ns.ca
Section 1.0 of the policy indicates that a new school building is to be named as soon as possible after construction is initiated. 

Section 2.0 says that perspective school names will be reviewed by Race Relations, Cross Cultural Understanding and Human Rights (RCH), prior to the names being forwarded to the Board, to ensure compliance with the Board’s Race Relations, Cross Cultural Understanding and Human Rights policy.  

The policy also says that school names will not be duplicated.  The committee agrees that names which are similar to existing schools would also be problematic due to the confusion this could cause for the public.

It is important to note that the task for the committee is to identify a short list of possible names that the committee will support and put forth to the Halifax Regional School Board for consideration.  As the policy states, (1.0 Naming a new school facility or renaming an existing school facility is the responsibility of the Board.)  The committee does not make a final decision on a name for the school.

The committee wishes to promote participation in this process by students, parents and the public.  The committee recognizes and would like to encourage classes of students, in consultation with their teacher, to submit a school name to the committee.  Suggestions from individuals and/or groups are welcome and will be appreciated! 

